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However, a sense of equality between parents and
children is not altogether ruled out. When a young
couple undertakes the greater part of the work in the
household but still is without an independent status
owing to the economic power being centralized in the
hands of the older generation, there will be much dis-
satisfaction. It will eventually force the parents to
relinquish their power along with their withdrawal
from work.

The obligation to support becomes apparent when
the son has secured his independence. If the parents
have in their old age still a share of the land, and are
not able to work it themselves, the son will cultivate
it for them. This means in fact that the son must set
apart a share of his labour for his parents. Another
form common when one of the parents is dead, is that
the remaining one will re-incorporate into the son's
Chia and live there. The amount of support is then
not fixed. If there are two sons, they may support
their parent alternately. In any case, the authority of
the parents is reduced in proportion to the degree of
their dependence. From the point of view of types of
ownership the general line of retreat of the parents is
from the right to use to the right of disposal of the
produce and finally to the right of disposal of the
objects itself. From the point of view of types of
objects, the retreat takes place from the means of pro-
duction to goods for consumption and finally to im-
material privileges and liabilities. These steps of
retreat correlated with the increase of obligation of the
young from entire dependence to taking a co-operative
rdle and finally to bearing responsibility for the whole
livelihood of the parents. Even the death of the
parents, as mentioned, does not completely eliminate